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GCC PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
now FULLY ONLINE

Glasgow City Council: Online Planning Applications: 
publicaccess.glasgow.gov.uk/online-applications

Email an objection to a planning application: 
planning.representations@drs.glasgow.gov.uk

Report planning rules being broken:
 enforcementcomplaints@drs.glasgow.gov.uk

OUR MAIN AREA OF INTEREST IS
GLASGOW WEST CONSERVATION AREA
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Botanic Gardens
Tree Hub: Sculpture and Pods
Erection of a tree-inspired sculpture and 
associated interpretation pods, known as 
“The Tree Hub”.  The installation will be 
an orientation and information gateway 
into the tree collection within Glasgow’s 
Botanic Gardens and to trees throughout 
Scotland.  It will also be a multi-purpose 
venue in the mould of a traditional, open-
air pavilion.  It will cost £250,000 excl. 
fees, VAT, interpretation costs and 
secondary garden installations that do 
not require planning consent.  The 
proposed roof covering material is 6mm 
thick raw aluminium, with abstract 
shaped glazed inserts; the monoliths, or 
interpretation pods, are to have grit-
blasted concrete bases, supporting 
unwrought, larch-clad shaped structures.
Police Box at Botanic Gardens
We received several complaints about 
the poor condition of the Police Box on 
Great Western Road at Queen Margaret 
Drive, and asked the council for remedial 
action. We are happy to note that timely 
repairs have enabled it to operate once 
again as a “Kiosk”. 

Byres Road area.
Charlie Rocks
Having been refused a retrospective 
application for planning permission in 
Spring 2012, for the new “Charlie Rocks” 
shopfront, a fresh application has only 
just been made a whole year later (that’s 
some delay!).  The new application still 
does not satisfactorily address some of 
the main issues, including nuisance to 
neighbours upstairs at the rear of the 
building, absence of proper refuse / 
recycling storage arrangements for both 
Charlie Rocks and the flats in the 
tenement above, and the new fire exit, 
which has no protective railings on each 
side as originally proposed.

“Bus Boarder” at Hillhead Subway
Installed in conjunction with the Hillhead 
Subway upgrade, this creates a greatly 
raised kerb to facilitate level access to 
board buses, i.e. to address a range of 
mobility issues. The footpath has been 
extended across the inner traffic lane 
from the Great George Street junction, 
along to Ashton Lane, and is paved with 
caithness slabs.  
There is unfortunately a ‘materials’ issue 
with the central boarding kerb itself: the 
Conservation Area requires granite, but 
a concrete boarding kerb has been 
installed.  We have asked for this to be 
corrected. 

Alasdair Gray Mural, Hillhead Subway
This wonderful new mural, created by 
Scottish artist and author Alasdair Gray, 
decorates the entire back wall of the 
station entrance hall, and features 
images of familiar West End characters 
and places.  
A collaborative project with ceramicist 
Nichol Wheatley, the mural uses 
innovative technology to create a jigsaw 
effect with mosaic tiles. 
A great asset, popular with tourists, 
residents and commuters alike.

Dowanhill area.
Crown Terrace Retaining Wall
We have received enquiries about 
serious cracks visible at the corner of 
Crown Terrace’s retaining wall just along 
from Jelly Hill. The wall being privately 
owned, attempts are currently being 
made to organise repairs.  
Rather surprisingly, given this is part of 
the “Crown Circus” group of buildings, 
this particular section of wall is not 
Listed, which unfortunately diminishes 
the chances of a grant. 
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Dowanhill Primary, Highburgh Road
Completely upgraded for the pupils from 
both Notre Dame Primary and St Peter’s 
Primary, the “C” Listed sandstone 
structure has been preserved and 
upgraded, with a very modern new wing 
to the east.  Once complete this will 
provide much-improved facilities.

Terrace on Highburgh Road:          
Cottier Development  
5 generous town houses are currently 
under construction, which will complete 
this quirky MacGregor Chalmers terrace 
a century after it was begun. This fulfils 
Historic Scotland’s requirement that the 
bodies receiving public money in the 
form of grants etc, should maximise their 
own sources of finance by developing 
their own land, to reduce the amount 
requested in grants etc
Site at 88 Highburgh Road
Adjacent to the “Rock”, a flatted 
development is now under construction 
on the site of the former Christian 
Science church.  Granted permission a 
few years back, this is a somewhat 
unremarkable design for a key 
“character” street of the west end.
4 Highburgh Road Fire Damage
In June 2012, a large crowd watched a 
serious blaze sweep through 2 upper 
floors of the tenement beside Tennants 
Pub corner, fortunately with no fatalities.  
Having lain with burnt-out windows for a 
year, building repairs are thankfully now 
finally underway.
Saltoun Street Retaining Wall
We are concerned about the 
deteriorating retaining wall and railings 
which are fenced off at the pavement at 
14 Louden Terrace, and have been for 
years.  In private ownership, there have 
been moves to ask the Council’s 
assistance, but so far no progress has 
been made to solve the problem.

Hillhead area.
Botanic Gardens Garage, Vinicombe St
A long story... First, a refused proposal 
for demolition and a new residential 
development on the site. Then becoming 
“A” Listed  - thanks to Sam Maddra’s 
campaign.  Next a “facade retention” 
proposed, for a residential development. 
In response, FGW commissioned an 
authoritative report on the concrete 
structure, and requested Historic 
Scotland to “call in” the case: which 
likewise was binned, to our great relief.
Now hopefully a better ending...Arnold 
Clark, the owner of Botanic Gardens 
Garage, proposes to refurbish the 
building as a commercial entity. FGW 
has been consulted on the heritage 
aspects, and anticipates a valuable new 
asset in due course, for Byres Road and 
the West End.
Otago Lane Residential Development
This very controversial application was, 
to everyone’s dismay, finally granted: 44 
flats and 5 mews. A long list of 
conditions of consent must be met 
before development begins, because of 
the site’s complex history. Our campaign 
contribution, “Otago Lane Conservation 
Appraisal”, by MAST Architects + FGW, 
did at least deliver a change of architect, 
from the local ID partnership, to the 
national Gareth Hoskins.  Campaign 
leaders Martin Fell and Iain Steel were 
awarded the 2012 FGW Community 
Award for a “perfect campaign”.
Glasgow Academy Science Block
Colebrook Street
Permissions have been granted to 
demolish the row of tenements on this 
site (an uncommon occurrence in the 
West End) and erect a new Science 
Block on the same footprint. Recently 
there was an “extra” planning application 
to demolish the tenements post- rather 

4



than pre- the ground testing stage.  We 
were shocked to hear Glasgow Academy 
decided to “jump the gun” and demolish 
the tenements before the end of the 
“public representation” period. However, 
that said, the new Science Block will be 
a positive development per se, for 
school education in the West End. 
Former Hillhead Primary School,  
Cecil Street
This large listed building was vacated by 
its pupilsin autumn 2011. Consents were 
recently granted to convert it into flats, 
the majority duplex - perhaps the flats 
could have been a bit more generous in 
size. Our objection re the exterior was 
the lift shaft added to the rear, to be clad 
only with grey engineering brick. 
Former BBC Site (west)
Owned by the Royal Bank of Scotland, 
and divided for sale, the west part has all 
the remaining buildings: North Park 
House and BBC Studio; Mackintosh & 
Keppie’s former Women’s Medical 
College; and some BBC offices.  North 
Park House is greatly benefiting from 
large scale refurbishment to restore the 
original residential use.  But the Queen 
Margaret Drive low boundary wall, with 
tall narrow railings screened by trees, is 
replaced by a full height stone wall of 
modern design. We felt this did not 
“preserve or enhance the character of 
the area”, but GCC did grant permission.
Former BBC Site (east)
The larger eastern portion of the former 
BBC site was completely cleared of 
buildings, and has a planning application 
“pending decision” to construct flats in 4 
blocks perpendicular to the bank of the 
River Kelvin, and town houses along 
Hamilton Drive. Our principal concern 
here is the tallest and west-most block of 
flats would tower over the “B” Listed 
Keppie Mackintosh Building, only a few 
metres away. FGW formally complained 

to GCC and the Developer, that the 
negative impact of the proposals on this 
nearby Listed Building was significantly 
under-represented in the submitted  
“Pre-Application Consultation Report”. 
A wildflower meadow, funded by the 
city’s “Stalled Spaces” scheme, graces 
the site while it awaits development.

Hyndland area. 
Former Royal Bank, 168 Hyndland Rd
Sadly this little Art Deco “B” Listed Gem 
is being rather neglected since the Bank 
moved out. Planning Permission has 
been granted to the new owner for use 
as a restaurant but, by not being kept 
heated inside, the blond stonework is 
getting very dark and discoloured by 
damp, especially at upper storey level.  
The excessive unauthorised “Guy 
Fawkes” and “Hallowe’en” advertising 
last autumn - applied willy-nilly on a 
large scale to the outside of the building 
- left traces of stonework damage from 
the attachment points.

Hyndland Railway Station 
Disabled Access Upgrade
Hyndland is the 12th busiest station in 
Scotland for starting-ending journeys, 
and the 3rd busiest for journey transfers. 
The recent Network Rail “DDA Upgrade” 
to provide new stairs and lifts to the 
platform from both the Gartnavel 
Hospital and Churchill Drive entrances, 
are now complete, and most welcome. 
We understand that the element of the 
Edinburgh-Glasgow improvement project 
mooted to involve an additional platform 
on the Gartnavel site has been shelved.
The tunnel and 31 steps access from 
Queensborough Gardens remain 
unaddressed: we are hopeful that there 
may yet be investment on that front.
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Peckhams, Clarence Drive
Planning permission was granted to 
covert the original deli into a restaurant 
on the corner of Lauderdale Gardens 
Work has commenced, but progress has 
halted in the meantime.
Old Station Park
The next phase of upgrade works are in 
hand, with plans agreed, The funding 
shortfall is currently being addressed.  
Local residents continue make a great 
contribution in their capacity with the 
Parks Dept, in tending the upper flower 
beds and creating a splendid rockery.
8 Novar Drive
Proposed conversion by “Root and 
Branch”, a subsidiary of G1 group, of a 
disused industrial unit behind Little 
Hyndland shops to create food retail on 
a scale like M&S in Great George Street. 
500 objections were lodged.Dowanhill, 
Hyndland and Kelvinside Community 
Council has requested a Transport 
Assessment and a Retail Impact 
Assessment from the developer, both of 
which are now awaited.
Bus Boarder, Hyndland Road
After consulting about “Bus Shelters” for 
Hyndland Road, the Roads Dept and 
SPT installed a “Bus Boarder” at the top 
of Queensborough Gardens, and not in 
the place mentioned in the consultation.

Hughenden area.
Hillhead Sports Club
A new Spectator Stand for the Rugby 
Pitch is proposed..  which is rather close 
to the back of some of the Tay Homes 
development in Hughenden.  Objections 
have been made, and we await decision.
Western Tennis Club
Proposed new entrance to Hyndland 
Road which was presented to residents 
at a pre-application meeting.

Kelvingrove Park

Restoration of Kelvingrove 
Bandstand and Amphitheatre
Glasgow Building Preservation Trust has 
been working with Friends of 
Kelvingrove Park, and Planning 
Permission has been granted for major 
refurbishment  -  although the Friends of 
Kelvingrove Park are not happy about 
the large degree of intervention. The 
funding package of about £2m is 
finalised, the project will start late 
summer 2013 and will be completed in 
time for CWG2014.

Kelvin Walkway / Eldon St Underpass
The timber boardwalk has been replaced 
with a more robust construction, the path 
widened and straightened to improve 
sightlines, the timber sleepers replaced 
with gabion baskets and several trees 
pruned and shrubs cut back. 
Improvements to the underside of Eldon 
Street Bridge include soffit painting, the 
provision of day-time lighting and anti 
graffiti coating in the underpass, and 
planting of new trees and shrubs.

CWG2014 Kelvingrove Bowls Facility
The Bowls Competition is to be held at 
Kelvingrove Park, giving the West End a 
direct “share” in the action for the 2014 
Commonwealth Games. Along with 15 
other “overlays” across the city, a 
planning application is in progress.

Kelvinside area.
Baxter House, Lowther Terrace, 
Great Western Road
Concern is increasing about the failure 
of the owners of this “A” Listed building 
to prevent its further deterioration since 
its closure as a residential nursing home.  
Planning Permission and Listed Building 
Consent applied for in 2011, are still 
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“pending decision”. We will continue our 
efforts to motivate action by the owners.
Burrell House, Great Western Terrace
Another A Listed Building awaiting 
action, it was recently granted 
permission for subdivision.  We note that 
there is a large new developer’s 
advertising sign very recently appeared 
outside the building.  And also the 
planning application for use as a single 
dwelling has now been granted, by a 
different developer - needs clarification

North Kelvinside & Woodside
Kelvin Meadow, Clouston Street
Re the planning application to build a 
large development of about 90 dwellings 
(mixed town houses, flats etc) FGW was 
concerned about several aspects of the 
architectural design, and the failure to 
provide in any meaningful way, the 
promised realistic space for continuing 
community use,  Meanwhile the high 
profile campaign to retain the large 
Council-owned site as open green space 
for community use rather than being sold 
off for commercial development has 
continued to become more established, 
with celebrity support from Frankie 
Boyle.  The Kelvin Meadow Campaign 
was “Commended” in the 2013 Scottish 
Civic Trust “MyPlace Awards”.

Sixty Steps
We understand some funding has been 
secured, with the help of the city council, 
to make the structure safe. A prolonged 
lack of significant maintenance was 
posing real dangers to the public.

Partick area.
Dumbarton Road, Comet
Planning permission has been granted 
for accommodation for 300 students.

Beith Street / Benalder Street
Student Accommodation
The site at Beith Street / Benalder Street 
beside the Kelvin in Partick is once more 
the subject of a planning application.  
First came Tesco’s highly controversial 
proposed combined supermarket with 
largescale student accommodation. 
Some years later, Tesco was refused 
permission for a large supermarket with 
car parking, on a slightly reduced site. 
Then Glasgow Harbour got permission 
for 4 blocks of flats with an associated 
supermarket. Now “Downing Ltd”, who 
specialise in student accommodation 
UK-wide, are proposing 729 student 
beds, in two 9-storey blocks on under 
half the site, beside Benalder Street.
We are currently seeing 2000-3000 
“student beds” being created in a swathe 
from Townhead to Partick, a very 
marked trend, due to banks being willing 
to lend for this type of institutional 
residential property, but not for private 
residential developments.

University of Glasgow
Campus Development Framework
   - - - see BRIG supplement - - -
Southpark Avenue at Gibson Street
Level Access Ramp
In 2011, FGW objected to negative 
visual aspects when this ramp was 
proposed and permission granted. 
We recently made a request via the 
University Estates Department for 
suitable screening to be provided by 
means of a hedge, shrubs etc. 
“Hive” demolition, beside “Union”
Making way for the new Stevenson 
Sports Centre Extension (see next item), 
this none-too-bonny ‘60s concrete 
“Extension” to the “Men’s Union” of the 
day, bit the dust on the corner of Gibson 
St and University Ave over the summer.7



Southpark Avenue / Gibson Street
Stevenson Sports Centre Extension
The University recently obtained 
planning permission to demolish the 
1960s ‘Hive’ concrete extension to the 
“B” Listed and famous University Union 
building (1920s). The proposed new 
building on the former “Hive” corner site 
will provide an extension to the 
Stevenson Sports Centre, with 
refurbishment of the Glasgow University 
Union facilities. The Stevenson Sports 
Centre Extension, due for completion by 
September 2014, will enhance Glasgow 
University’s  competitiveness in the 
global market for students. This new 
building will stand at the gateway into 
Hillhead, the wider West End and the 
Campus - a new feature and significant 
landmark.   A relatively huge building, 
the new Sports Centre Extension is 
designed by Page\Park, and will take the 
Stevenson Building all the way down 
from Oakfield Avenue to University 
Avenue, in one more-or-less monolithic 
structure. And rather than the roof-height 
“stepping” down in response to the 
significant slope of Gibson Street, it 
remains the same throughout. Over-
domination of the tenements and church 
at this junction, or of the fairly diminutive 
adjacent University Union is a possible 
downside of these plans. Time will tell!
University Library Recladding, 
Hillhead Street
We are very happy that this modernist 
1960s structure which over the years 
has been the subject of many alterations 
and additions since, is now being fully 
re-clad, and the main entrance 
improved.  The need for this was 
highlighted in the University’s “Estates 
and Campus Strategy” published in 
2012, and the Planning Application 
referred to this document, fully 
explaining various options for the re-
cladding strategy.

University Library High Level 
Advertising, Hillhead Street
The proposed large-scale illuminated 
“University Library” advertising signage 
at the top of the building will not 
preserve or enhance the character of the 
conservation area.  Consent for this has 
been granted and we are disappointed 
there was no consideration regarding the 
effect on the Conservation Area.  We 
have asked the University to reconsider 
whether this should in fact go ahead.

George Square - Statues
FGW Convener’s letter to the Herald:
900 people signed a petition entitled 
"Save Our Statues, Save our Square". 
The signatures were collected by Linda 
Mawson, from residents of Glasgow and 
the west of Scotland, who were incensed 
by GCC’s staggering lip-service to 
consultation.  
Scottish Planning legislation requires a 
12-week "pre-application consultation" 
for proposals such as a block of 50 flats. 
Where large or significant developments 
don't happen to qualify for this, developers 
are strongly advised to hold a "voluntary" 
consultation, fully open to the public.
Sadly, it seems the city doesn't follow its 
own good advice!   
As Linda Mawson said "We are not 
dinosaurs and we do want to see 
George Square improved... but let's do it 
in a properly considered manner.”  
This petition was handed into the City 
Chambers on Friday 18 January for the 
attention of Leader Gordon Matheson. 
However, it was just one part of a wider 
public outcry, and soon after the George 
Square Re-Design Competition winning 
entry was announced, the entire process 
was completely shelved. 

Now, a far more modest “facelift” is 
underway, to be ready for CWG 2014.8


