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Members’ Events
Tour of our Extended Conservation Area

1pm Wednesday 25 Sept 2013
£12  by Doig’s Coach: Meet at Botanics Main Gate

“what’s new, what’s old, what’s good, what’s to be improved”

Bookings
Helen Cameron, T:  0141 339 4474

E: helen.cameron1@virginmedia.com

2013 FGW AGM
7.30pm Tuesday 1st October 2013

in the Scottish Mask and Puppet Centre
(Papers to be circulated nearer the time)

FGW ANNUAL DINNER
in Cottier’s main church space

Friday 25 October 2013
see separate announcement
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CONVENER’S COLUMN

Firstly, to all our members who have 
awaited, patiently or otherwise, this 
overdue issue of the Newsletter - my 
sincere apologies.  We have been busily 
working away as ever, and the delays 
regrettably built up seriously on this issue 
- but here it is at last.  Like the buses, 
there isn’t one for ages, and then four 
come along at once - so this Issue is a bit 
like that: with 3 supplements to fill in the 
information gaps over the past year.
We are very grateful for a £2000 grant 
from the GCC Hillhead Area Committee, 
to support our new Victorian Heritage 
Festival (WEF Walks and Talks), 
purchase a PA system, and print new 
leaflets for a membership drive in 2013.
Congratulations to Friends of Glasgow 
Botanic Gardens who have been offered  
£140,000 funding by Central Scotland 
Green Network towards their proposed 
“HUB” project promoting the National 
Tree Collections of Scotland. The aim is 
to provide information on these country-
wide collections, as well as a new “Tree 
Trail” within the Botanics, taking in its 
excellent Arboretum.  The remaining 
funding is being sought, with community 
consultation and a planning application.
Heritage in Glasgow received a boost 
when former councillor Pat Chalmers of 
Glasgow Building Preservation Trust, 
received an MBE in the New Year’s 
Honours. And congratulations also to 
Hunter Reid of Maryhill Burgh Halls 
Trust, more recently honoured with an 
OBE “for services to Architecture and 
Community Engagement in Glasgow”.  
Maryhill Burgh HallsTrust has also 
recently been successful in obtaining 
Heritage Lottery Funding, for a Heritage 
Development Manager post within the 
“Securing Maryhill’s Heritage” project.  
And of course congratulations to Gordon 
Barr, the excellent incumbent of this post!

Following the sad and sudden demise of 
our Secretary Colin Cox in 2012, a 
plaque has been erected to him in 
Hyndland Road at Old Station Park, a 
project he was heavily involved with.  
Along with Marco Stevenson and local 
groups we shared the cost, and gained 
the agreement for it to be put in place.
Congratulations also to the Four Acres 
Trust for progress on restoring the organ 
and part of the interior at Cottier’s.  
FACT are currently in the process of 
taking ownership of Lansdowne and 
have started works therein.  To help plug 
a specific funding gap Lansdowne was 
experiencing, FGW matched an 
anonymous member donation of £500, 
with a further £500 from our funds.
In 2012 we made our first “Awards” to 
local projects, detailed on later pages. 
Audrey Gardner, on behalf of the 
Architectural Heritage Society of 
Scotland,  said “I commend the very 
enjoyable awards dinner. In true “Bafta-
style” we were introduced via excellent 
films and commentaries to the final 
shortlist of award-worthy projects.  The 
smallest was a shop front and the largest 
was a school. What was special about 
this event was the area of focus.  These 
examples of enhancing design were all in 
one neighbourhood and all of local 
significance, regardless of scale.  In this 
context, it became a shared experience 
that the awards were celebrating.”
The Gartnavel Chapel (Calman Cancer 
Support Centre) went on, having won 
“Gold” with FGW, to be Nominated by us 
for a Scottish Civic Trust “My Place 
Award”, and then to WIN the National 
Lottery Good Causes Best Heritage 
Project Award - coming in ahead of the 
Cutty Sark restoration!
Hoping to see many of you at the 
forthcoming events - and a wholehearted 
thank you to everyone for continued 
support - and especially the hardworking 
committee members.          Ann Laird
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History and significance
Gartnavel Royal Hospital Chapel was 
built in 1904 to the designs of John 
James Burnet, arguably Scotland’s 
most successful architect of the period, 
and a key figure within the wider British 
architectural scene. 
The Chapel is “B” listed and recognised 
as a good and rare surviving example 
of a series of Burnet commissions 
d e f i n e d a s ‘ L o w L o o k ’ w h i c h 
e n c o m p a s s e d a s e q u e n c e o f 
ecclesiastical and public buildings.
Constructed out of good quality, warm 
materials, synonymous with the Arts 
and Crafts style, such as timber, red 
brick, render and slate the Chapel is a 
charming and unassuming building that 
has a quiet, reflective character, defined 
by its simplicity. 
It has a bell tower, a swept roof with 
deep eaves and a projecting porch. 
The detailing of its entrances and porch 
make it particularly welcoming and its 
beautiful stained glass windows, two by 
Robert Anning Bell (Guthrie and Wells 
studio), are key features of the interior, 
which survives remarkably intact.

Re-use and design proposals
An Options Appraisal for the Chapel 
was completed in 2008/09. The 
appraisal found that, with a small 
extension, the Chapel would be a 
perfect fit as a flagship centre for 
Cancer Support Scotland (formerly Tak 
Tent), a charity focused on supporting 
anyone affected by cancer v ia 
counsel l ing and complementary 
therapies.  
Furthermore, the location of the chapel 
on the domestic edge of the hospital 
and a short walk from the Beatson 
Oncology unit is ideal for Cancer 
Support Scotland’s clients and visitors.
Designs were developed with a single 
storey extension that reflects the ‘low 
look’ aesthetic in a contemporary 
expression, on the least significant 
elevation. 
The new facilities include two therapy 
rooms, two counselling rooms, one 
meeting room, a reception area, open 
office space for employees and 
volunteers, a library area and computer 
area for visitors, a kitchen, disabled 
toilet and shower facilities and large 
open plan flexible space for group 
activities and fundraising events etc. 
There is disabled access to all areas 
and a warm, friendly, non clinical 
atmosphere.

FGW Gold Award Winner - Gartnavel Royal Hospital Chapel

“Sensitive conversion and restoration of the building 
by Glasgow Building Preservation Trust 

and David Miller of Austin Smith Lord Architects;
unique training given to ‘traditional building skills’ students; 

and high quality workmanship and design.”

Gartnavel Royal Hospital Chapel - Background
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WEST END  
FESTIVAL  
SETS NEW RECORDS 
The eighteenth West End Festival 
(WEF), which ended on Sunday, 30 
June, after a month of over 400 cultural 
and community events, set new records 
of attendance with over 150,000 people 
attending free events and sales of 
17,000 tickets for other events, making 
2013 a record year.  The public appetite 
for big outdoor celebrations reached a 
peak with over 100,000 attending the 
Mardi Gras-style Parade on Sunday, 9 
June, when Byres Road was closed for 
the first time in four years. The sun 
shone and a huge crowd turned out in 
both Byres Road and Kelvingrove Park 
to see the parade with its colourful 
costumes and samba bands.  Michael 
Dale, WEF’s founder and festival 
director, said: “The range of events has 
been as wide as ever, with venues from 
Maryhill Burgh Halls down to SWG3.  
There were new pockets of activity 
around Queen Margaret Drive and the 
North Kelvin Meadow.   We had a 
wonderful collaboration with Glasgow 
Music through the Cottier Chamber 
Project for the Prague-based Pavel 
Haas Quartet’s final appearances in 
Glasgow.   The film strand was 
particularly exciting, featuring the WEF 
premiere of “World War Z” and the 
Grosvenor’s outdoor ’bring your own 
seat’ events.   We had more choirs 
singing than I think Glasgow has seen in 
one programme ever, and we have 
plans to build on that.   I look forward to 
collaborating again with both our 
regulars and new organisations which 
make this festival a very special event in 
the Scottish calendar.”  Liz Scobie, the 
West End Festival chairman, added: 
“This has been a very good year for the 
Festival. We’ve increased recognition 

from Glasgow Life in helping us mount 
the Parade, from sponsors such as 
itison.com and IKEA Glasgow who 
supported the Parade Day and the 
Gibson Street Gala respectively. We 
had a remarkable Parade in Byres Road 
where the local economy was boosted 
by the many visitors who came from 
miles around.  We’re especially pleased 
that our on-the-day research highlighted 
an increased number of foreign tourists 
in the mix, and we have had nothing but 
positive feedback from the local 
businesses, which have started to 
pledge support for 2014 and beyond to 
keep this important event alive.” Mark 
Tracey, owner of Booly Mardy’s, 
Vinicombe Street and vice-convener of 
the newly-created Byres Road Business 
Association, echoed Ms Scobie’s words: !
“The return of the Festival Parade to 
Byres Road has been a significant 
development in the health of the West 
End. Business has been up overall 
during the festival, but the Parade Day 
sees record levels of takings across the 
board, and we have pledged to work 
with WEF organisers to help fund the 
next three years of this important event”. 
Plans for the nineteenth WEF have 
already started and it has been 
announced today that the 2014 Festival 
will begin on Friday, 6 June and end on 
Sunday, 29 June.  It has also been 
confirmed that the Mardi Gras parade 
will take place on the opening weekend 
on Sunday, 8 June. WEF is funded by 
Glasgow City Council, Glasgow Life, 
and Creative Scotland.  Other grant aid 
comes from the Hugh Fraser 
Foundation, the W M Mann Foundation, 
the Western Baths, the McGlashan 
Trust, Enterprise Music Scotland and 
the Scottish Book Trust.WEF gets over 
50% of its annual income from earned 
sources, with the remainder coming 
from grants. 
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Committee The FGW Committee is 
our executive group which makes all 
decisions. It meets 6 times a year, in 
Russell House, Hyndland Road. 
AGM  Our AGM is usually held in a 
bui ld ing or locat ion of current 
relevance and interest.  The 2011 AGM 
in the Western Baths Club included a 
celebration of 15 years of the society – 
and still going strong.  The date of the 
2013 AGM is on Tuesday 1 October.
Committee Members are elected for a 
3-year period, with a possible further 3 
years before standing down. At our 
2012 AGM, we noted with great 
sadness the sudden passing of 
Secretary Colin Cox, just 3 months 
before: his obituary appeared in 
Newsletter no 50.  
Committee member changes also 
included Mary Donald, who stepped 
down to focus on the new Botanic 
Gardens / Glasgow University event 
“Plant Fascination Day”, Eric Kay, who 
re-joined us, and existing committee 
member David Alcock who was elected 
as Secretary.
Membership Subscription £12 p.a. is 
the new rate of subscription, having 
been held at £10 since 1996. Our 
general principle is to keep the 
subscription as low as possible to 
encourage new members to join. We 
aim broadly to cover costs of 
members’ events by making a modest 
charge for each.
FGW was founded by Eric Curtis, 
Philip Drew, Stella Money and Donald 
MacAskill to support the aims of 
Glasgow West Conservation Trust 
based in Cranworth St. When the Trust 
closed a few years ago, the Friends 
decided to continued our well-
established role. 

Membership and Members’ Activities 
We have about 150 members. During 
the West End Festival and the rest of 
2013, we are holding a campaign to 
recruit more. Membership provides:
Printed Newsletters, 3 or 4 issues p.a. 
Email Updates (new)
Coach Trips – in the West End and 
elsewhere in the city to visit buildings of 
interest, conservation areas, etc.
Conversaziones – in Grosvenor Hilton, 
a relaxed meeting on items of interest.
Volunteering – we have over 20 
volunteers, participating in a wide range 
of roles.  If interested – let us know!

- - - - -
Our Objectives
To promote and encourage the 
maintenance and improvement of the 
amenity of Glasgow West and the 
protection and preservation of the 
landscape and histor ical and 
archi tectura l her i tage and in 
furtherance thereof:
• To foster and extend knowledge of, 

and interest in, Glasgow West.
• To bring together individuals, 

communitybased organisations, 
institutions and firms interested in 
Glasgow West.

• To organise meetings, lectures, 
seminars and exhibitions to further 
knowledge of Glasgow West.

• To secure the publication of books, 
journals, papers and articles to 
further knowledge of Glasgow West.

To do all such other lawful things as are 
inc iden ta l o r conduc ive to the 
attainment of the foregoing objects, or 
any of them.

COMMITTEE, OBJECTIVES, AND MEMBERS’ ACTIVITIES
See Website: fgw.org uk
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Heritage Trails

Written by Gordon Urquhart, and 
published by FGW with funding from
 Awards for All 
Glasgow City Council: Hillhead 
Local Area Committee Funding.
The Trails are available free of charge 
to the Public via local libraries.  So far 
we have printed almost 100,000 in total 
and they are still in high demand!

Kelvinside Heritage Trail

Dowanhill Heritage Trail

Hillhead Heritage Trail

Partick Heritage Trail

Hyndland & Partickhill Heritage Trail

Bibliography

West End History, 
Glasgow Architecture 

and a new section on Fiction.

About 150 books are listed with full 
details of each publication.

Helen Cameron updated the list, 
checked the details of all the books, 
and suggested the inclusion of a 
fiction section.  Laura Barnet 
converted the master list into 
electronic format.
Carol MacLaren, Hillhead Library 
Supervisor provided information on 
where the publications may be 
accessed in Glasgow Libraries ie the 
Mitchell Library (ML), Hillhead Library 
(HH), or in various lending libraries 
(var).
Finally, Cathy Kinnear, of Hyndland 
Bookshop, Hyndland Road provided 
the detail on whether each book is 
currently in print.

Smaller Publications

Domestic Stained Glass

Tenements and Common Repairs

Sources for Local History Research

Listed Buildings 
in Glasgow West

New publication 
Still in preparation

Our Publications
See Website: fgw.org uk
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FGW aims to 
preserve and promote

Glasgow’s West End
Dowanhill, Hyndland, Kelvinside, Hillhead,
Partickhill, North Kelvin,  North Woodside
(all in Glasgow West Conservation Area);

also Partick, Kelvingrove Park and
 Glasgow University Campus.

Engaging with 
Planning and 
Development

Members:
Newsletters,

Updates,
Activities &

Participation

Victorian 
Heritage 
Festival

Local 
History

Byres Road 
Improvement 

Group

Cottier’s
and 

LansdowneTaking Care 
of  our Older 

Buildings

Five Free
Heritage 

Trails

Architectural 
Awards and 

Dinner

School
Awards

Residents’ 
Associations

Friends of  Glasgow West
Taking a wider look at..

who we are, and what we do...
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