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WEST END  
FESTIVAL  
1 JUNE – 24 JUNE 2012 

Tickets on sale NOW  
for  
FGW GUIDED WALKS 
via 

Barretts Newsagent, 
Byres Road 
All Walks & Talks details inside… 

 

 
 
FULL Festival Brochure out soon: 
www.westendfestival.co.uk 
 

 
Weekly West End Heritage and Architecture Walk 

Wednesdays, at 10am, from Botanic Gardens Main Gates 

With FGW’s David Alcock - Open to the Public, Free of Charge 
 

Organised by Glasgow Botanic Gardens in     
collaboration with Glasgow University’s 
Prof. Mary Donald, Honorary Senior 
Research Fellow in Plant Science. 

Open 11am – 4pm 

www.plantslifepeople.org 

first international 
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CONVENER’S COLUMN 
We are grateful to Glasgow City 
Heritage Trust who have awarded a 
grant of almost £5000 to replenish 
supplies of four of our popular Heritage 
Trails by Gordon Urquhart. (Available 
via Hillhead Library, Partick Library, and 
the Mitchell Library.) 
The 20th series of West End Lectures, 
our annual Glasgow University course 
on 8 Tuesday evenings in February / 
March, attracted thirty enrolments for a 
high quality programme of fresh topics 
devised and hosted by Colin Cox of 
FGW. See p6 and p7 for a tantalizing 
taste of the talk on shop-fronts…  
So in September, check out the University 
website, and attend the 21st series in 2013! 
Our Conversazione on 27 January was 
informative and pleasantly sociable, the 
three “mystery object” speakers being 
Roger Guthrie, Fergus Sutherland and 
Helen Cargill Thomson, with news 
updates from committee members Colin 
Cox, Ann Laird and David Alcock. 
A small group organised by Kit Lindsay 
visited St Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral in 
Great Western Road, on 23 March. This 
“A” Listed building was designed by Sir 
George Gilbert Scott to be later completed 
by his son Oldrid. In recent years, the 
Cathedral roof has been re-slated, the 
tower and spire repaired, the organ rebuilt, 
the font relocated, the east end and 
crossing decorated, and splendid murals 
painted by Gwyneth Leech. Further 
external and interior restoration and a new 
altar, choir stalls and entrance porch, were 
completed in 2002, making St Mary’s one 
of our most thoroughly restored churches. 
St Mary’s Cathedral is keeping its doors 
open 10am–12.30pm daily from now until 
autumn. To volunteer for the supervision 
rota contact Rev Cedric Blakey: 339 6691 
or viceprovost@thecathedral.org.uk. 

 
The Glasgow Building Preservation 
Trust’s Kelvingrove Bandstand & 
Amphitheatre Project has received a 
“Round 1” pass from the Heritage Lottery 
Fund, and are now working on “Round 
2”.  We’ll report on this in our next issue. 
It’s also very positive that two local 
Glasgow projects featured in the 2012 
Scottish Civic Trust Awards (see p4). 
FGW has recently announced its new    
“Byres Road Improvement Group”(p12). 
We are also taking a lead in the newly 
formed citywide “Tenement Forum” 
which, amongst other things, aims to 
draw together in one place online, 
information on all matters tenemental. 
The ticketed FGW Guided Walks, and 
free FGW Hillhead Library Talks, add 
over 40 events to June’s West End 
Festival. Grateful thanks are due to 
FGW’s David Alcock who organises the 
Walks, and Carol MacLaren, Hillhead 
Library, who works with us on the Talks. 
And the Lansdowne Study Day will look 
at Govan’s past, present & future. 
Phew – it must be time for a rest! Best 
wishes from a very busy Convener -  
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Mark Eden-Bushell, who, since October 2011,  
has been playing his new honorary role of 

FORK Founder and Ambassador 

FRIENDS OF THE RIVER KELVIN (FORK) NEWS 
Mark Eden-Bushell has accepted 
the honorary role of FORK 
Founder and Ambassador.  
This is in recognition of his work 
in founding and promoting the 
Friends of the River Kelvin – 
FORK – for the past twenty years,  
The Convener and driving force 
behind FORK, Mark decided to step 
back and let others take FORK 
forward in October 2011 at the 
charity's AGM, as he dealt with 
knee surgery and its aftermath. 
The new convener is Sally Johnston 
who is equally inspired by nature. 
Brought up in the Northern Irish 
countryside, she found Glasgow city 
living difficult – till she discovered 
FORK through Mark's eloquent 
commitment to it, and the fact that 
FORK's work over a long number of 
years, had enabled kingfishers to 
return to the river. 

Also in the new team are Allan Twigg as Treasurer and Lawrence King as Deputy 
Convener. Allan has done a lot of work to ensure the accounts were brought up to 
date, and they have now been approved by the Office of the Scottish Charities 
Regulator (OSCR). 
Monthly clean-ups continue and anyone free on that Saturday morning is invited 
to turn up. Check the website for details:www.forkorg.uk   
The Ha'penny Bridge House in the Botanic Gardens which has been developed 
through the brilliant work of past secretary Charles Thomson, is now being 
pencilled in as the hub for long term plans, five and ten years ahead. 
Said Sally, 'The River Kelvin is a rural sanctuary in urban space and has to be 
truly appreciated and looked after. The new team is keen to build on the wonderful 
foundation Mark has created. FORK will continue to play an active part in the 
community with our annual gala fixed for Saturday 9 June during the West End 
Festival, as one example.' 

 

The Friends of Glasgow West wish to add our sincere thanks to Mark for his 
long-standing, strong commitment to making FORK the active and positive 

community influence it is today.  We wish him all the best in his new role, and 
look forward to participating in the FORK Gala for many more years to come! 
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GCC PLANNING APPLICATIONS now FULLY ONLINE 

View current / historic 
planning applications: publicaccess.glasgow.gov.uk/online-applications 

 

Email an objection to a 
planning application: planning.representations@drs.glasgow.gov.uk 

 

Report planning rules 
being broken: enforcementcomplaints@drs.glasgow.gov.uk 

 

HISTORIC SCOTLAND NEWS  
 
 NEW NATIONAL CONSERVATION 

CENTRE (NCC) FOR STIRLING 
Historic Scotland has announced a 
project to build Scotland’s first National 
Conservation Centre in Forthside, 
Stirling. This project will bring a derelict 
engine shed back to life as the focus of 
their technical conservation work, 
linking the current centres at South 
Gyle, Edinburgh, Elgin, and Forth Valley 
College, Stirling.  
The NCC will be open to the public, and 
form the base for the Science, Digital 
Documentation, Technical Outreach 
and Education Teams.  
Due to open in 2015, it will allow 
Historic Scotland to continue to 
champion and support the raising of 
conservation standards. 
 
 NEW KNOWLEDGE BASE      

http://conservation.historic-
scotland.gov.uk/ 

An invaluable on-line resource for 
anyone interested in conservation of the 
built heritage, with input from a broad 
skills base on the latest projects, 
research and training grants.  
Topics include traditional building 
materials and energy efficiency, 
delivered via many types of resources 
including video lectures (“webinars”). 

GLASGOW ACADEMY proposed 
new SCIENCE BUILDING 
A Community Exhibition has been held 
recently at the school, to gather views 
on the drawings and plans produced by 
Page\Park Architects. 
The Colebrook Street / Colebrook Place 
site is currently occupied by tenements 
in rather poor condition.  
A planning application is now awaited. 

SCOTTISH CIVIC TRUST 
AWARDS, 2012 

“My Places” Winner:  
Maryhill Burgh Halls. This project was  
delivered by JM Architects. 

“My Places” Highly Commended: 
Lambhill Stables, Balmore Road; 
project by Holmes Miller Architects, 
nominated by Lambhill & District 
Community Council. 

 “Civic Champion” Winner: 
Hunter Reid, co-ordinator of Maryhill 
Burgh Halls project. Hunter has made 
a huge impact, on many communities, 
and at national level, raising housing 
quality, leading historic building 
restorations, and inspiring people to 
improve their own local environment. 

& CONGRATULATIONS 
FROM FGW! 
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TRADITIONAL SHOPS AND SHOPFRONTS: 
Two authoritative Historic Scotland Publications 

 
 

Scotland’s Shops 
 
This large-scale, authoritative 
publication celebrates, for the first 
time, the history of Scotland’s retail 
architecture, following a timeline 
from medieval markets through to 
the post-war period.   
It explores how shops in Scotland 
evolved, closely examining different 
types, and their architectural elements 
and materials, with a wide range of  
examples from Lerwick to Stranraer. 
Traditional shops and shop fronts form 
the heart of many high streets, and play 
an important part in our history.  Many 
long-established family businesses, and 
new owners who have inherited a shop 
with original tiling, shelving or a cast 
iron frontage are proud of the 
significance of these shops and want to 
ensure their survival for future 
generations to appreciate and enjoy. 
Many towns and cities have their own 
distinctive and recognisable shop front 
styles. That so many of them have 
survived across the country, is true 
testament to the quality and durability of 
the traditional materials used to 
construct them, and the skill with which 
these materials were used.  
Today, work to preserve and enhance 
traditional shops is a key element in 
retaining the individuality, appeal and 
meaningfulness of the city and town 
centres across Scotland. 
Scotland’s Shops, £15, 199pp, A4 
Publ. Historic Scotland, 2010 
ISBN 978 1849 1703 76 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This free “SHORT GUIDE” is a highly 
recommended general introduction 
to traditional Scottish shop-fronts 
and interiors, although primarily 
written for shop owners considering 
making alterations.  It includes: 
 What is a Traditional Shop? 
 Elements of a Shop-Front 
 Brief Architectural History of Shops 
 Georgian, Victorian, Edwardian and 

Interwar Architectural Features 
 Fixtures including Signage 
 Shop Interiors 
 Exterior Finishes 
 Conservation and Enhancement 
Free.  Publ. Historic Scotland, 2010 
Downloadable from Historic Scotland: 
http://www.historic-
scotland.gov.uk/shopfronts.pdf 

‘High Street’ Exhibition at   
‘The Lighthouse’ 9 Dec-17 April. 

Architecture + Design Scotland used 
this multimedia exhibition to pose the 
question ”Do we really value our 
high streets, or are they past their 
sell-by date?”. Very interesting and 
engaging it was too, by all accounts, 
but FGW apologises for not 
advertising it to members – somehow 
we just didn’t hear about it in time!   
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EDWARDIAN SHOP-FRONT: BEFORE 

 
This fairly typical “Edwardian-style” shop-front is under a 
Victorian tenement in Great Western Road. The building 
dates from c.1872 (the plans are dated Nov. 1871).  
 
Conversion from a double shop to two single shops took 
place about 1913, and the original design of the recessed 
doorway - seen elsewhere in the block - was reproduced as 
part of that conversion. 

Fascia 

Transom 
(boarded over) 

Door 

Recessed 
Entrance 

Colonette Stall Riser Pilaster 
 

Cornice 
 

Console 
Bracket 

Capitol 
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EDWARDIAN SHOP-FRONT: AFTER 
 
With its remaining original features carefully enhanced, this shop-front has 
recently been transformed into a valuable asset – both for this part of Great 
Western Road, and for the Conservation Area as a whole. 
 
We need more like this please ! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our shop-fronts expert is Iain Wotherspoon, who recently gave an 
excellent talk on the subject at the West End Lectures. 
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GOVAN HERITAGE DAY 
 

Saturday	  16	  June,	  10	  am	  -‐	  3	  pm,	  Free	  of	  Charge	  
Venue:	  Lansdowne	  Church,	  Kelvinbridge,	  	  

 
10.00	  –	  11.00	  	  	   Govan	  Old	  –	  A	  Mediaeval	  Perspective	  
	   	   	   Prof.	  Steven	  Driscoll,	  Glasgow	  University	  
	  

11.00	  –	  11.20	   Refreshment	  Break	  
	  

11.20	  –	  12.00	   21st	  Century	  Regeneration	  of	  Govan	  
	   	   	   Susan	  Hanlin,	  Govan	  Cross	  THI	  
	  

12.00	  –	  2.00	  	   Lunch	  break	  &	  Heritage	  Exhibitions	  
	  
2.00	  –	  3.00	   	   Fairfield	  Shipyard	  Restoration	  Project	  

	  	   	   	   	   	   Suki	  Mills	  &	  David	  Robertson	  
	  
	  
	  

FGW TALKS IN THE WEST END FESTIVAL 
Free of Charge. Venue Hillhead Library, unless otherwise indicated 

 
 

Tenement Management Old and New 
Tuesday 5 June at Hillhead Library, AND 

Tuesday 19 June at Partick Library, both 4pm – 7.45pm 

Many of us live in a traditional tenement, or subdivided terrace house or a modern 
flatted block. And whoever owns the property, has to work with other owners to 
maintain the roof and other "common" parts. In many modern developments, they 
are also responsible for extensive grounds maintenance. Ann Laird of Friends of 
Glasgow West, with her long-term interest in tenements old and new, provides this 
opportunity to learn more about a range of essential tenement issues. 

4.00 - 6.30pm  Drop-In Session  
Any questions about your tenement? Speak to the Property Managers Association 
of Scotland, Glasgow’s Tenement Forum and others including Ann Flint. 

6.30 - 7.45pm  “Tenement Talk” with Lorraine MacDonald,  
President of the Property Managers Association of Scotland (PMAS) 
on the Scottish “Property Factor Registration Scheme”, which will 
cover all Property Managers from October 2012. 
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Monday 4 June, 6.30 – 7.45pm 
From Stage to Rail, to Steam from Sail 
In the bi-centenary year of Henry Bell’s Comet, 
the first successful commercial steamship in 
Europe, Colin MacKay muses: "Just when 
everyone thought wooden sailing ships couldn’t 
get better, blow me if the Provost of 
Helensburgh didn’t scupper their centuries-old 
supremacy – just as coaching achieved its 
acme with mail coaches reaching ten or even 
twelve miles an hour (changing the horses at 
stages ten miles apart), just in time for that 
supremacy to be shattered by steam trains 
doing a brain-scrambling 20 mph!"   
 
Thursday 7 June 2 - 4pm 
Explore Nature through Poetry 
We do not need to wander “lonely as a cloud” 
by Ullswater or Loch Lomond.  Nature comes 
to meet us all over the place, whether we like 
it or not. It rattles our windows. It grows 
between the paving-slabs under our feet.  It 
flies past. We eat it. We are examples of it.  
Join David Betteridge and friends in an 
exploration-through-poetry of Nature in all its 
energy and some of its variety. 
 
Thursday 7 June, 6.30-7.45pm 
Greek Thomson’s West End Buildings 
Historian and author Gordon R Urquhart will 
give an illustrated talk on the local work of 
Alexander "Greek" Thomson, often referred to 
as "Glasgow's Other World Class Architect." 
 Thomson's West End work is typical of his 
diverse career, ranging from lowly stables and 
rather plain tenements to the sublime Great 
Western Terrace, and even includes a 
fascinating and unique exercise in civil 
engineering in North Kelvinside. 
 
Monday 11 June, 6.30-7.45pm 
The Quirky West End 
Why do many us love the “quirkiness” of the 
buildings, places and spaces in the West End - 
and what does this mean anyway? Ann Laird 
investigates places and buildings that 
consistently charm and delight visitors and 
residents, and considers a range of influences 
that determine their long-term future. 
 
Tuesday 12 June, 6.30-7.45pm 
The Crown Jewels of Maryhill 
Gordon Barr will introduce you to Maryhill’s 
wealth of interesting history, centred around 

Maryhill Burgh Halls and their unique series of 
iconic stained glass windows showcasing the 
historic trades of the area. Hidden away for 
decades, the restored windows are now back 
on display, and full of interesting stories. 
 
Thursday 14 June, 6.30–7.45pm 
"Magic" Streets 
We all know what it feels like to be in a great 
street - but how are they created - or do they 
just happen?  With an inspiring professional 
"urbanism" look at examples of UK and 
European streets, Kevin Murray of Kevin 
Murray Associates describes the elements 
this "magic" relies on... and the processes that 
can make it happen.  With personal views of 
our own "magic" Byres Rd, from Michael Dale 
of the West End Festival and Ann Laird of 
Friends of Glasgow West. 
 
Thu 14 June, 6.30 –7.45pm  (PARTICK LIB) 
The Glasgow Undergrounds 
Glasgow’s first ‘Underground’ wasn’t the Subway 
– it was the ‘City and District’ from Finnieston to 
High Street, under Queen Street Station. Within 
ten years, Glasgow built what was, for some 
years, the world’s biggest ‘Tube’ system; and 
the Central Underground from Dalmarnock to 
Maryhill –14 miles through 27 stations 
beneath city streets. Well-known broadcaster 
Colin Mackay outlines the fight against fear 
and prejudice about ‘going underground’, and 
explains why these lines helped to maintain 
Glasgow’s industrial supremacy. 
 
Monday 18 June, 6.30pm – 7.45pm 
Fading into Shadows 
Many Scots who contributed to all aspects of 
society have enjoyed fame for a short period 
before disappearing completely from our ken 
or being remembered by a few with specialist 
interests. This presentation looks at some of 
them and perhaps may encourage others to 
look further at their acheivements. 
 
Thursday 21st June, 6.30 – 7.45pm 
Gartnavel Royal Hospital & its Chapel 
In 1843, the new Gartnavel mental health 
hospital designed by Charles Wilson opened 
on an airy hilltop in green countryside; then in 
1904, the Chapel was added, to the plans of 
Sir John James Burnet. Fergus Sutherland 
explains how ideas in design of hospitals and 
their architecture progressed, from the early 
Victorian era, to the Edwardian era. p.9 



Friday 1 June, 7pm 
The Quirky West End 
Why do many us love the “quirkiness” of the 
West End - and what does this mean anyway?  
Join Ann Laird of Friends of Glasgow West to 
investigate some of the places and buildings 
that consistently charm and delight visitors 
and residents, and consider the range of 
influences that may determine their future. 
 
Saturday 2 June, 7pm 
West End Science 
A stroll with Ian Mitchell around places 
associated with eminent scientists who either 
worked in or were from Glasgow (Black, 
Kelvin, Lister, Rankine, Ramsay etc) taking us 
through the University area, and into 
Kelvingrove Park and the Park district 
 
Sunday 3 June, 7pm 
Partick & Dowanhill 
Fiona Sinclair, past president of the Glasgow 
Institute of Architects, describes the features 
and styles portrayed in the much-loved 
Victorian and Edwardian tenements and 
terraces of Partick and Dowanhill. 
 
Monday 4 June, 7pm 
North Kelvin 
Kenneth Burns, West End artist and local 
historian, visits bridges, churches, schools, a 
variety of domestic buildings and occasional 
industrial relics to the north of the River Kelvin. 
Includes North Woodside Old Flint Mill, 
“Greek” Thomson’s Sixty Steps, and the 
imposing terrace at Wilton Crescent. Free 
leaflet included. 
 
Tuesday 5 June, 7pm 
Maryhill 
Combining work by many of Glasgow’s 
leading architects, including Mackintosh, with 
housing from all eras from Victorian to post 
war, Maryhill retains a distinctive community 
identity and some of Glasgow’s best-kept 
historical secrets – including the Maryhill 
Burgh Halls and their stunning stained glass 
windows. This walk, led by Gordon Barr of 
Maryhill Burgh Halls Trust, will take in Maryhill 
itself, the canal that made the area, and 
includes a brief tour of the Burgh Halls. 

Wed 6 June 7pm 
Best West End Tenements 
Ann Laird, local historian, visits a selection of 
the West End's 40 'listed' Victorian and 
Edwardian tenements, including Avril Paton's 
famous "Windows in the West" 
 

Thursday 7 June, 7pm 
Hillhead 
Visit Hillhead, oldest part of the Victorian West 
End, with local expert Fionna Eden-Bushell. 
Visit early terraces and tenements, and some 
more modern buildings, in this University 
haven beside the River Kelvin. 
 

Saturday 9 June, 2pm 
West End Cinemas 
A stroll with Gordon Barr and Gary Painter, 
editors of the scottishcinemas.org website, 
highlighting examples of the full range of 
cinema architectural history, including 
converted roller-skating rinks, the earliest 
purpose- built halls, and the peculiarly Scottish 
“back court” theatres. This walk will highlight 
cinemas that were, cinemas that are, and 
cinemas that might have been. 
 

Sunday 10 June, 2pm 
Whiteinch/Scotstoun 
Sandra Malcolm, local historian and author, 
explores Whiteinch and Scotstoun, with some 
history disappearing into the past, plus the 
Victorian, Edwardian and 20th C eras. A 
useful context to understand the West End. 
 

Monday 11 June, 7pm 
Our Expanding Heritage 
New design anywhere is potentially 
controversial, and certainly so in the West End. 
Have you ever wondered which new buildings 
of today could become the listed buildings of 
the future? Join Ranald MacInnes of Historic 
Scotland, and see what you think! 
 

Tuesday 12 June, 7pm 
North Woodside 
A walk with Ian Mitchell through the "forgotten 
quarter" of North Woodside from Firhill 
Stadium along the canal to Spiers Wharf and 
then down Garscube Road examining the 
area's industrial history, fine churches and 
interesting public buildings. 

GUIDED WALKS IN THE 2012 WEST END FESTIVAL 
All tickets £7, purchased in advance, in person, from Barretts Newsagent, 265 Byres Rd 

(The meeting-point for each walk is stated on the ticket)    
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Wednesday 13 June 
   2pm (short walk) 
   7pm (full walk)   
Greek Thomson and the Sixty Steps 
Join Roger Guthrie, Alexander “Greek” 
Thomson expert, in a perambulation to 
discuss the hidden gem the “Sixty Steps” and 
some splendid listed buildings designed by 
both this world-class genius and by other 
Glasgow architects. 
 
Thurs 14 June, 7pm 
World Tour of the West End 
David Martin explains how architectural 
inspirations from overseas are reflected in 
some West End buildings. 
 
Friday 15 June 7pm 
Byres Road Great Victorian Street 
Ann Laird leads a walk through the glorious 
Victorian era of Byres Road. In 1850, it was a 
simple country track connecting Partick with 
Great Western Road: a brief 40 years later, a 
busy and fashionable city street offering every 
amenity to thousands of Victorians residing in 
the new west end: churches, shops, stabling 
for horses, tram services, the new 
underground system, the Western Baths Club, 
Glasgow University and the Western Infirmary.  
 
Saturday 16 June, 2pm 
Canal Cruise 
Join canal historian and writer Guthrie Hutton 
and work your passage from Spiers Wharf to 
Maryhill (and back) aboard "Voyager", 
exploring some of Glasgow's canalside 
industrial archaeology. A trip at walking pace, 
but requiring no actual walking! 
 
Monday 18 June 
   2pm (short walk) 
   7pm (full walk)   
Ornamental Cast Iron 
Roger Guthrie, expert on Glasgow Victorian 
architectural cast iron, looks at the West End’s 
world-class collection, including some of the 
grant-aided restoration projects which have 
brought them back to life.  

 

Tuesday 19 June, 7pm 
Woodlands / South Woodside 
Woodlands, at the very threshold of the West 
End, is an urban architectural and community 
delight and one of the city's most coherent 
enclaves of tenemented streets. This wedge-
shaped neighbourhood has it all, from fine 
churches, institutions and schools to villas, 
flats and farm cottages. 
 
Wednesday 20 June, 7pm 
Dowanhill 
Local expert Fionna Eden-Bushell explains 
the history and architecture of the grand and 
elegant churches, terraces, pleasure gardens 
and villas of Dowanhill, including the superb 
“facelift” of A-listed Crown Circus. 
 
Thursday 21 June, 7pm 
Gibson Street 
David Boddy visits some well-known, and 
some lesser-known, architectural gems in and 
around Gibson Street. These include the villas 
that came before the tenements, a Greek 
Thomson terrace, Otago Lane, and some 
history about the buildings along the banks of 
the River Kelvin. We will also visit the fine 
back-court at Westbank Quadrant, and see 
the diversity of styles that contribute so much 
to the architectural character of the area. 
 
Friday 22 June, 7pm 
An Artists view of the West End 
Kenneth Burns, local historian and 
longstanding West End artist, describes the 
impacts felt by an artist in a walk around some 
of his favourite buildings and streets. Free 
postcard prints included. 
 
Sunday 24 June, 2pm 
The Kelvinside Estate 
Historian and author Gordon Urquhart leads 
an historical ramble around the fabled 
Victorian suburb of Kelvinside, looking at the 
development of the estate, its impressive 
listed buildings and picturesque landscape 
setting.  Kelvinside’s famous architects and 
notable early residents will be highlighted, as 
will contemporary conservation issues. 

GUIDED WALKS IN THE 2012 WEST END FESTIVAL (cont) 
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NEW priority for action in 2012: 
BYRES ROAD IMPROVEMENT GROUP (FGW BRIG) set up 

 
BACKGROUND 
Byres Road, with its “lanes”, is a 
well-known and much-loved place at 
the heart of Glasgow’s vibrant West 
End, and one of the city’s key centres 
combining retail, leisure and tourism.  
But the night-time economy has grown 
extensively – with part now a licensing 
overprovision area – and the public 
realm looks somewhat uncared-for.  
With challenges from the national 
recession and Tesco’s new superstore 
at Thornwood, and future change likely  
at the Western Infirmary / Glasgow 
University site, Byres Road must not 
end up suffering unnecessarily. 
Instead we need to use this chance to 
make Byres Road attractive, unique, 
and fit for the 21st century, in its: 
 built heritage and public realm - both 
the street and its lanes, 

 general amenity and day-time and 
night-time economy, 

 ability to contribute to Glasgow West 
Conservation Area & Glasgow as a whole. 

BYRES ROAD IMPROVEMENT GROUP 
“FGW BRIG” 
Practical involvement in July 2011 with 
the Academy of Urbanism’s (AoU) 
nomination of Byres Road as a “Great 
Street”, led us to set up a new working 
group in December – “FGW BRIG”. 
Initially, we will look at Byres Road’s 
sustainability, licensing overprovision, 
design, resources, heritage, community, 
economy, health & wellbeing, transport 
(subway, walking, car, bus, bicycle, taxi), 
environment, etc, and study examples of 
good practice (AoU), “action plans” and 
“placemaking”… to name but a few! 

SUPPORT 
The Western Baths Club is providing us 
with a meeting-place. Michael Dale of 
the West End Festival and Glasgow 
University’s Estates Department are 
contributing their thoughts and ideas. 
A Byres Road Business Association? 
We hope to catalyse the formation of 
this new group, a potential key player 
with a positive role. 

“ACTION PLANS” 
In general terms, a Local Authority 
“Action Plan” can provide a strategic 
platform to share knowledge, develop 
links with local businesses, increase 
public awareness, recommend further 
improvements, and combine efforts in 
managing investment.  
The Merchant City, as we know, has 
benefited from huge investment, and 
this was given direction via an Action 
Plan. On Glasgow’s south side, 
Shawlands now has a new Action Plan. 

WORKING WITH OTHERS 
There are, of course, elected members 
and community councils whose long-
term aims include Byres Road’s 
wellbeing: local MP & MSPs, GCC 
councillors (Hillhead and Partick West), 
and Hillhead CC; Partick CC; and 
Dowanhill, Hyndland & Kelvinside CC.  
 

STARTING-POINT  
We’re currently creating a photographic 
database of Byres Road’s shops, street 
traders, other businesses, public and 
residential buildings, and street furniture.  
  
Do you have any Comments on this? 

Please email the FGW Convener. 
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